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Abstracts

Attila Magyar

Territories, frontiers and the drawing of boundaries in the southern Hungarian
counties of Bdcs and Bodrog at the start of the eighteenth century

The article illustrates certain aspects of the process of shaping territorial space,
using the example of the legal dispute between the southern Hungarian coun-
ties of Bdcs and Bodrog. The documents studied for this research show a great
variety in terms of the methods and approaches used by the members of the
relevant commissions, the participating lawyers, and the people interviewed
on the ground to describe and perceive the space and boundaries between the
particular territories. The article traces the logic behind the giving of evidence
in the boundary-drawing process. This was based on historical documents and
maps on the one hand, and on the questioning of witnesses on the other. The
resulting boundaries and territories of the counties can be described as the out-
come of a process that brought forth new spaces on the basis of the memory
passed down both orally and in written form.

Davide De Franco

Berween autonomy and privilege: collective institutions in western alpine territories
during the eighteenth century

This essay focuses on alpine institutions in the Sesia valley (Valsesia) and the
Briangon region (the Briangonnais) in the early modern era. From the four-
teenth century onwards, the western Alps were characterized by the emergence
of valley federations, which obtained from the territorial ruler statutes and
privileges that guaranteed wide-ranging autonomy as regards political, fiscal
and resource management. The particular status gained under these statutes
contributed decisively to the organization and administration of alpine spaces.
Throughout the course of the ancien régime, the autonomy pacts were renewed
by the principle actors involved, thereby confirming the spatial organization of
these regions located on the state borders. After the War of Spanish Succession
(1701-1714), the Valsesia and the Italian side of the Brianconnais came into
the possession of the House of Savoy. During the Enlightenment, a new class
of lawmen serving the king implemented reforms that re-defined the relation-
ship between central and local institutions. The administrative reorganization
of the Savoy territories moved towards greater control by the central state
power, thus bringing about conflict with the customs and statutes of the alpine
regions and causing a gradual weakening of local institutions.
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Margret Friedrich

The difficulties of constituting new ruling spaces. Tyrolean district captains in the
[first year of their activity

As part of the reorganization of the Habsburg composite monarchy towards
a state with a centralized administration, new administrative spaces were cre-
ated in the form of the district (K7ess). The article illustrates this process by
taking the example of Tyrol, which was initially divided into six districts. It
examines how, in general terms, the traditional urban and rural authorities,
the institution of the church, and the population absorbed this new spatial
arrangement, which constituted a profound intervention in everyday life. The
article considers if, and how, the aforementioned historical actors coped with
and appropriated the new spatial and organizational parameters, and thereby
made possible an implementation of the central state’s directives.

Milan Hlavacka

The spatialization of bureaucratic communication through politico-juridical and
technical administrative institutionalization in Bohemia up until the First World War
Language has always been, is, and will be the most important means of com-
munication. In the period of nationalization constituted by the nineteenth
century, language thus became the subject of political in-fighting in the
Habsburg Monarchy in general and, after 1867, in the Austrian half of the state
(Cisleithania), because it served as a means of official communication between
the state bureaucracy, self-governing bodies (such as the municipalities) and cit-
izens. The main conflicts in the second half of the nineteenth century were, in
fact, struggles about the form of bureaucratic communication used by the state
and self-governing institutions. This analysis looks not only at the emergence
of legislation on the use of language in bureaucratic communication between
1848 and 1914, but also at the manner of its implementation in administrative
practice in the Kingdom of Bohemia, especially in relation to self-governing
bodies and the attempts by political representatives to create administrative
‘frontiers’ between Czech and Germans on the language border (isogloss).

Andrea Tomedi

The swearing of the oath of loyalty and investiture in the comitatus Tridentinus in
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries: local forms of fides and the granting of property
The article analyses the rituals carried out between the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries to tighten the personal bonds between the ruling bishops of Trento
and those owing loyalty (the fideles). The comparison between the classical
model of feudalism and the local documentary record leads to the conclu-
sion that the rituals enacted in practice by the bishop’s fideles were different
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to those for feudal vassals. The men swore loyalty either because they were
ministeriales or because they were ‘subjects’, not just of the bishop but also of
those who possessed in proprium the comitatus Tridentinus. On the basis of the
developments that characterized the personal relations between the bishop and
his own fideles and of the changes made by notaries regarding the language
pertaining to feudal right (ius feudale) in the documents, one can agree with
the arguments put forward in German historiography about the transfer of
feudal right north of the Alps, owing to close contacts between legal experts
from Lombardy and Venetia on the one hand and the emperor and the men

involved in the various imperial ‘courts’ on the other hand.

Gabriele Marcon

Artisan mobility in the Alpine region: the example of Italian glassworkers in Tjrol
in the sixteenth century

The article aims to investigate artisan migration in the alpine region during the
early modern period by adopting a different approach. Instead of analysing the
flow of workers who moved from alpine areas to the urban agglomerations on
the neighbouring plains, the author pays greater attention to the economic,
social and institutional dimensions of ‘the mountains as a destination for cer-
tain artisan professions. In studying these aspects, the article further considers
the commercial strategies and customer networks evident among two Italian
glassworkers — one Venetian and one from the Ligurian town of Altare — who
emigrated to Tyrol in the second half of the sixteenth century. In this way, it is
possible to establish how, in these specific cases, the alpine region constituted
an advantageous professional opportunity for the migrant artisans.

Michael Kalb

The growing crisis: the Bosnian annexation crisis of 1908/09 in bourgeois news-
papers in Vorarlberg

The article analyses the portrayal of nations as political actors in three local
newspapers in Vorarlberg and contrasts the coverage with that in the national
press. For the period under examination from October 1908 to April 1909,
the local newspapers largely followed the national press in their portrayal
of Austria-Hungary, the German Empire, the Russian Empire, the United
Kingdom, France, Italy, and Serbia. The Vorarlberg press described them all
in similar fashion, even though the newspapers concerned had liberal and
German nationalist, liberal and Austrian patriotic, and Catholic orientations
respectively. In sum, the national stereotypes of the political actors were con-
structed in Vienna and then repeated in Vorarlberg, although sometimes using
stronger language.
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